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To my imagination spoke the islands of Santorini for a longer time when I arrived there for the first
Hme in 2004. As most of the people interested in stories told by old myths, the myth of Atlantis
was one of them. Some spoke that Santorini once was this infamous lost island of Atlas, the Titan
that carries the heavens, planet Earth, Uranus. But such is mythology; stories in a langauge of
cli”eren{ times gone Ijg.

Santorini however shll exists, with or without Atlas. Or at least what is left of it. A huge explosion
of the volcano tore the island into picces some 3.500 years ago. The Mediterrancan sea [looded in

and what is le{’r we now know as the island 0{ Tl’lira, Nea Kameni and other small islands 0{ raw and
pure volcanic rock. Santorini must be one of the most photographed places on Earth because of this

tragic [ale and it's magical lan(lscape.

In 2004 | shot a dozen rolls or even more, but the result was not to my saHs{acHon, a“Lougl’n | have
used a {ew pl’loi:ograps in this book. Be{ore | le][f | alrea(lg had made up my mind to visit the islands
again and such became realilg in 2010.

The five days | spent in May 2010 | was lucky not to experience an earthquake. | experienced
long days from dusk tll dawn, sweating like crazy, carrying heavy gear on my back all the way,
exploring the islands of Thira and Nea Kament by foot under the hot, burning, sun. The last days |
took a few shots with my analogue Mamiya medium formal cameras places | desperately wanted to
shoot with “the real thing”, for deep down inside | need the [eeling of taking a roll of film, open
the back of the camera and do all the handling manual, the metering, to push the trigger and to
pull the handle that transports the film to the next frame.

I love [to catch] the light in Santorini. I love the stunning nature, its caldera, the architecture. The
way the houses and the streels are painted reminds me of abstract painters like Barnett Newman
and Yves Klein. You can see the use 0{ identical colors evergw}lere. [ have also tried to capture the
opposites between nature and culture in a few shots and have called these: “A Human Zip shows
Nature his Abstract Expression”, which refers to the works of Barnett Newman. You will only

see a {cw humans in this book, but no portraits. You will sce them as a part 0{ the ovcerclming
landscape. The pictures of the architecture, the fresco’s and other artefacts speak already of human

presence.

I admirc IZlIC perseverance o][ JrLc inllaloi{an’cs wlqo Lavc I)uil(l {llcir l’louscs an(l vi”agcs over an(l over
again, ear’tllqual(e a{{er ear{llqualce {or {Lousan(ls 0{ years. TLaan to {llis. San’corini is suCl’l a liHle
miracle. Theg share the same creative powers; the volcanic [ires that give birth to these rocks and

lZI’lC Lumans WI’IO SCI]Ip IZI’ICSC I‘OCI(S il’l{O Comp]cfc vi“agcs.

With this book | have tried to caplure these powers 0{ creation and to calch some 0{ mine.






< page 4/5 Vir Heroicus Sublimis | - Man Herote Sublime | [a{l:er Barnett Newman]
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> page 39 Red Paint on Volcanic Rock






< page 56/57 Church Towers in Imerovigli
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< page 64 Sculpfure 0{ Human at Sunrise in Fira
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> page 74/75 View on l:ira lrom Jrlle Harl)or
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> page 78/79 View over Oia
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> page 82/83 Clouclecl Tllira







< page 84 The Desire o{ Time [Parf H
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< page 104 Nea Kameni Rocl(s an(l Sea
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> page 110/111 View over Oia






< page 112 The Sl(in o{ the Earth 111 [a“er Yves Klein]

> page 114/115 Windmill in Oia
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